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THE N.C.E.A. LOOKS FORWARD 


Nineteen forty-four was a momentous year for the 
National Catholic Educational Association. It recorded 
forty years of progress for this voluntary organization of 
Catholic educators. It also marked the passing of three 
great leaders of the Association: Bishop Howard, Bishop 
Peterson, and Monsignor Johnson. The time, therefore, 
appears opportune to reflect on the history of the organiza- 
tion which these distinguished educators did so much to 
promote. 


Formed in St. Louis in 1904, the National Catholic Educa- 
tional Association, grew out of the Association of Catholic 
Colleges which was organized in Chicago in 1899. The initi- 
ative in forming this organization was taken by the Right 
Reverend Thomas J. Conaty, at that time Rector of the 
Catholic University of America. Even before the organ- 
ization of the Association of Catholic Colleges, there was a 
partial unification of the work of the seminaries by the 
founding of the Conference of Catholic Seminaries. This, 
too, was due primarily to Monsignor Conaty, later Bishop 
of Monterey and Los Angeles. A meeting of the seminary 
representatives was held in Dunwoodie, New York, in 1898 
and a second meeting was held in Philadelphia the following 
year. No further meetings were held until 1904, when 
the Conference met in St. Louis, at the same time and place 
as the College Association. 


At the Fourth Annual Conference of the Association of 
Catholic Colleges held in Chicago in 1901, the suggestion 
was made for the organization of the parochial schools along 
the lines of the College Conference. Monsignor Conaty 
expressed his willingness to confer with the Bishops and 
Archbishops concerning the matter, with a view of securing 
their cooperation. This suggestion resulted in the presence 
at the Conference the following year of about a dozen dioc- 
esan school representatives, who took part in some of the 
discussions, and who met before the Conference was over 
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and organized an association to be known as the “Conference 
of Diocesan Representatives of Parish Schools.” 


It had been felt all along that one of the chief ends of the 
College Conference was to bring about a co-ordination of 
Catholic educational work, and when the Conference of 
Parochial School Superintendents was organized, the desir- 
ability of effecting some sort of working union or co-opera- 
tion with it was apparent. The matter was discussed at the 
Philadelphia Meeting, and a committee from each Confer- 
ence appointed to devise some plan whereby the two associa- 
tions could be brought into practical affiliation, without 
interfering with the autonomy of either. The two com- 
mittees met in March, 1904, at the Catholic University, and 
finally agreed upon the plan which was adopted at the meet- 
ing held in St. Louis, July 12 to 14 of that year at the invita- 
tion of His Excellency, the Most Reverend John J. Glennon, 
Archbishop of St. Louis. 

According to this, there is a central board of government 
made up of officers chosen by the conferences in joint ses- 
sion. These officers consist of a President General, and a Vice 
President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and a Standing Com- 
mittee, to be composed of members from each Conference. 
Provision was made in the constitution for new Conferences, 
as they might be organized in the several departments of 
Catholic educational work, to be affiliated with the central 
board, and at the St. Louis Meeting, the Conference of 
Catholic Seminaries was thus united to the general organ- 
ization. By this happy arrangement, the individual organ- 
izations preserve a complete working autonomy, their sev- 
eral constitutions remaining unchanged, while the great end 
of unity in Catholic educational work is subserved by their 
being leagued together in a common organization, involving 
as it does, the holding of meetings at the same time and 
place, the joint discussion of certain topics of common inter- 
est, and effective unity of action in all things which affect 
their common interests. 

The officers elected at the St. Louis Meeting were as 
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follows: Right Rev. Monsignor Denis J. O’Connell, Rector 
of the Catholic University, President; Very Rev. E. R. 
Dyer, Vice President, and Rev. B. J. Mulligan, Treasurer. 
At the first meeting of the Executive Board, Rev. F. W. 
Howard (later Bishop of Covington) was elected General 
Secretary of the Association. Bishop Howard served in 
this office until 1929 when he became President General 
until 1936. After that he served as Chairman of the Advis- 
ory Committee until his death, January 18, 1944, at the 
age of 76. 

Very Rev. Thomas Plassmann, O.F.M., in his address at 
the Atlantic City Meeting of the Association in 1944, paying 
tribute to Bishop Howard said: “Obedient to authority as 
no other man, he nevertheless jealously guarded the Associa- 
tion against encroachment or undue interference from any 
source. He was proud enough to defend its rights, and 
humble enough to accept orders duly given as well as to 
acknowledge his own mistakes.” 


The advantages of the Association, as stated in the Report 
of the First Annual Meeting, have not only been proven 
during the past four decades but will continue as the organ- 
ization grows in strength. 


’ 


“The advantages,” according to the Report, which can 
reasonably be expected to come from such an Association 
may be briefly pointed out. 


“It will bring together at stated intervals the leading 
Catholic educators of the country, and give an opportunity 
of exchanging views and of discussing educational prob- 
lems. It will stimulate, support, and extend Catholic educa- 
tional activity; and afford encouragement to all engaged in 
the work. It will make us aware of the defects of our 
system, and through it the experience of one may become 
the profit of all. It will make us conscious of our power, 
and help us to direct our energy, and to make the most 
effective use of our resources. It will help in the work of 
organizing parish schools into unified diocesan systems. It 
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should help to promote harmony and coordination of all 
Catholic educational interests.” 


Annual Meetings 

With the exception of 1943 and 1945 annual meetings of 
the Association have been held since the year 1904. The 
two exceptions were made in cooperation with the requests 
of the Office of Defense Transportation to ban conventions 
as a wartime expedient. 

The meetings are held at the invitation and under the 
patronage of the bishop of the diocese in whose See the con- 
ference takes place. These annual meetings which have 
been conducted in various cities throughout the United 
States have proved to be a most fruitful means of advancing 
the interests of Catholic education. 


The papers read and discussed at the different meetings 
deal not only with the perennial problems of Catholic educa- 
tion but with.educational subjects of prevailing interest. 
The published Proceedings of the meetings contain informa- 
tion of importance to all who are concerned with education. 
Each volume includes papers of outstanding merit that 
reveal the lofty vision and serious efforts which characterize 
Catholic educational activity in this country. 


Included in the Proceedings are the resolutions adopted at 
the annual meetings. These are not mere statements on 
current problems but pronouncements’ that reflect the 
thought of those who have dedicated their lives to the cause 
of Catholic education. For example, at the Annual Meeting 
of the Association, held in Chicago in 1942, the Association 
made the following pronouncements. The first, in regard to 
service to the United States, has been translated into action 
in all our Catholic schools. 

“Without stint or limit our schools and our colleges are 
enlisted in the service of our country. Because we are essen- 
tially devoted to the things of Christ we realize that we have 
something very special to contribute to the national welfare 
in this critical hour. Our duty it is to God and to country 
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to labor as never before to translate our faith into action 
in the classroom and in the laboratory, on the campus and 
on the playground, and in the community which we serve.” 


The second, which emphasizes the Catholic position on 
Federal control of education is most applicable to pending 
legislation on Federal aid to education. 

“A pagan conception of the State has fashioned in Nazi 
Germany an educational system dominated and directed 
by official bureaucracy which seeks to mold the minds and 
the bodies of the people to the autocratic purposes of a 
totalitarian government. Such a system is in direct opposi- 
tion to the Christian ideal of education, and its evil fruits 
are abundantly manifest. They serve as an object lesson to 
the American people and should inspire us with an unyield- 
ing resolve to guard jealously our tradition of local control 
of schools, and to look with suspicion on any measure, how- 
ever well-intentioned, that might eventuate in Federal 
domination of education.” 


Departments and Sections 


At the Annual Meeting of the Association there are in 
addition to two general meetings sessions of the following 
departments and sections: Seminary Department, Minor 
Seminary Section, College and University Department, 
School Superintendents’ Department, Secondary School 
Department, Elementary School Department, Catholic Deaf 
Education Section, and Catholic Blind Education Section. 


This indicates the growth of the Association since 1904 
when the organization started with three departments, 
Seminary Department, College Department, and School 
Department. 


Each Department elects its own officers, i.e., President, 
Vice President, Secretary, and two members on the General 
Executive Board. The Seminary Department, College and 
University Department, Secondary School Department, and 
Elementary School Department also have Executive Com- 
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mittees. The officers of each of the Sections are: Chairman, 
Vice Chairman, and Secretary. 

The officers of the Association are President General, Vice 
Presidents General, to correspond in number with the num- 
ber of Departments, Treasurer General, and Secretary Gen- 
eral. All the officers, except the Secretary General are 
elected annually by ballot in a general meeting of the Asso- 
ciation. The Secretary General is elected by the Executive 
Board for a three year term and is eligible for reelection. 
The Executive Board which consists of these officers, Presi- 
dents of the Departments, and two other members elected 
from each Department of the Association has charge of the 
management of the Association. The Executive Board 
holds at least one meeting each year. 


Regional Units 

A comparatively recent development in the Association 
is the organization of regional units in two of the Depart- 
ments. In the College and University Department there 
are five of these units, i.e., New England, Eastern, Midwest, 
Southern, and Western. The Secondary School Department 
has four: Middle Atlantic, Southern, Central, and California. 

The units meet separately at stated intervals and come 
together at the time of the annual meeting. This enables 
the Association to serve more definitely the interests of its 
members. The country is so large and the educational prob- 
lems that present themselves in various localities so diverse 
that the national body, meeting only once a year, is forced 
to concern itself with problems that are general in character. 
The regional unit offers an effective instrument for the 
study and discussion of local problems. 


Committees 
Almost from its very beginning the Association has dele- 
gated the study of various problems to special committees. 
The reports of these committees are published in the Bulletin 
of the Association. 
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The committees functioning at the present time are as 
follows: General—Mission Education for Catholic Schools, 
Publications and Finance, Reorganization of the Catholic 
School System; College and University Department—Edu- 
cational Problems and Research, Finance, Graduate Study, 
Liberal Arts College, Libraries and Library Holdings, Mem- 
bership, Public Relations; Secondary School Department— 
Policies, Regional Units, Religion, and Secondary School 
Libraries. 

Among the previous committees and the year in which 
they filed their reports are: Philosophical Works for Teach- 
ers and Students in Catholic Schools (1913) ; Training for 
the Lay Apostolate (1920) ; State Universities and Credits 
for Courses in Religion (1925); Uniform Standards for 
Honor Students (1929); Seminary Training in Terms of 
Equivalency for Graduate Studies (1929); Syllabus on 
Social Problems (1932); Financing the Catholic College 
(1935) ; Educational Problems (1937); Catholic Action in 
the Catholic College and University (1940) ; Parent-Teacher 
Cooperation (1940). 


Publications 


The Association issues a quarterly publication entitled 
The National Catholic Educational Association Bulletin. 
This is published in February, May, August, and November 
and is sent free to all members. The August number is the 
Report of the Proceedings and Addresses of the Annual 
Meeting. The other bulletins include special papers and 
information of general interest. Occasional pamphlets and 
printed reports are also issued from the Office of the Secre- 
tary General. It is planned, in addition, to re-issue from 
time to time the N.C.E.A. News Letter which will include 
items of timely interest. 


The College and University Department issues a College 
Newsletter and the Secondary School Department publishes 
The Catholic High School Quarterly Bulletin. These are 
mailed to the members of the respective. Departments. 
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Central Office 

The office of the Secretary General, located at 1312 Massa- 
chusetts Ave., N. W., Washington, D. C., serves as a center 
for the transaction of the business of the Association. Mem- 
bership dues are collected here and bills are paid on orders 
from the Treasurer General. Other business transacted in 
this office include correspondence with officers and members 
and arrangements for the annual meetings. 


Tributes to Leaders of the Association 
The central office had been located in Columbus, Ohio, 
from 1904 to 1930. It was moved to Washington shortly 
after Bishop Howard advanced from Secretary General to 
President General. 


Bishop Howard was succeeded as Secretary General by 
Right Rev. Msgr. George Johnson who served in this office 
until his death in 1944, 


In paying tribute to Monsignor Johnson at the meeting of 
the School Superintendents in New York last November, 
Monsignor D. F. Cunningham said: 

“By his writings, by his contacts, and by his radio speeches 
he awakened the people of this country to the important 
work that Catholic education was doing and he made them 
respect. Catholic education. His judgments were highly 
regarded even by those who differed with him on many 
points, and his measured words always merited serious 
consideration.” 

When Bishop Howard relinquished the office of President 
General in 1936, Most Rev. John B. Peterson, Bishop of 
Manchester, was elected to this post and held office until his 
death in 1944, 

Father Plassmann’s address at the Atlantic City Meeting 
included this tribute to the late President General: 


“Bishop Peterson was slow to speak, but when he spoke 
his every word was marked with wisdom, prudence,: keen 
foresight, and sound judgment. There was authority in 
his mien and speech and finality in his pronouncements.” 
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At the Atlantic City Meeting, the Association adopted the 
following resolution in honor of the memory of Bishop 
Howard and Bishop Peterson: 

“Throughout the forty years of its existence, they gave to 
the Association their unstinted devotion, and because of 
them it has an honored place in the Church and the nation. 
We pledge ourselves to continuing loyalty to the principles 
for which they stood and to labor zealously for Catholic edu- 
cation in the framework of traditions that they have 
established.” 


Membership 


All who are interested in the welfare of Catholic educa- 
tional work are invited to become members of the National 
Catholic Educational Association. In order to make it con- 
venient to join the Association, and hence to assist in pro- 
moting the cause of Catholic education, the following types 
of membership are provided: 

First, sustaining membership, with an annual fee of $10; 
second, institutional membership for which seminaries pay 
an annual fee of $25, universities and colleges, $20, high 
schools and academies with an enrollment of over 250 pay 
$10 and those with less than 250 enrolled, $5; third, school 
superintendents’ dues are $5 annually; fourth, elementary 
school dues are $2 per year, and fifth, general membership 
has a fee of $2 annually. 


The Need for More Members 


The National Catholic Educational Association owes its 
forty years of progress to the loyalty of those who have thus 
banded together in the interest of Catholic Education. This 
voluntary organization, with no power to legislate, has 
clearly demonstrated its influence in favor of religious edu- 
cation in America. Enjoying throughout its history the 
confidence and encouragement of the hierarchy, the Associa- 
tion looks forward to greater spheres of activity. The 
Executive Board is, therefore, desirous of increasing the 
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membership in order that adequate funds may be provided 
to support these activities. 

Membership in the past was always stimulated by the 
annual meeting. . Therefore, with no national meeting in 
prospect until after the war there is a special need for new 
members at this time. The following pertinent reasons may 
be advanced for joining the N.C.E.A.: 

1. To assist in the unification of Catholic educational 
interests in this country, for a united body can defend 
those principles and promote those interests we have 
in common. 

2. To enlarge the sphere of your influence, for as an indi- 
vidual it is purely local, but as a member of the 
N.C.E.A. it becomes nation-wide. 

3. To add strength to the national body of Catholic edu- 
cators, since a larger membership will enable the Asso- 
ciation to solve many problems that hinder the advance- 
ment of Catholic education. 

4. To benefit by the information contained in the vub- 
lications of the Association. 
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THE CASE AGAINST PEACETIME CONSCRIPTION* 


VERY REV. EDWARD V. STANFORD, O.S.A., M.S., LL.D., 
Augustinian College, Washington, D. C. 


There is being proposed at the present time, a permanent 
policy of peacetime conscription which would make it com- 
pulsory for all able-bodied young men to undergo a year of 
continuous training in the Army or Navy. Liability for 
service would begin with the eighteenth year or within four 
years thereafter. Youth of seventeen years of age who had 
completed High School could volunteer for induction with 
the consent of parents or guardians. After completion of 
training, the trainees would be enrolled as reservists in the 
land or naval forces for a period of six years.! 

This proposal contemplates a radical departure from our 
traditional policy of the past 160 years. It would have far 
reaching implications not only on the lives of our youth but 
upon the whole political and social structure of our nation. 
It would be folly to rush into the adoption of such a policy 
without giving careful study and weighty consideration to 
its purpose, its necessity and its probable effects. 

Unfortunately, much of the propaganda and many of 
the arguments employed in favor of peacetime conscription 
have clouded the real issue and have made for confused 
thinking. 

In order to get at the heart of the matter, the following 
considerations need to be stressed: 


It is a peacetime, not a wartime measure that is being 


* This article was printed as a special bulletin, with a limited circu- 
lation, during February. The contents are so important that the ar- 
ticle, with revisions, is included in this regular edition of the N.C.E.A. 
oe rpg Copies of the special bulletin may be secured at 10 cents 
each. 


1 Guerney Bill (S. 701) and May Bill (H. R. 515). The two bills 
are identical in wording. They improve over the bills introduced in 
the last Congress because of the provision for flexibility in electing 
the training between the ages of 17 and 23. However, the emphasis 
will be on the 17 and 18 year olds because the year of train‘ng will 
be.a prerequisite for West Point, Annapolis, ROTC, NROTC and all 
other officer training programs. 
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proposed. Therefore it has nothing to do with fighting the 
present war. It is not intended to affect the operation of 
Selective Service. It is not envisioned as a means of short- 
ening the period of service of the men now under arms or 
who may be called to arms under Selective Service. It is 
not designed as a method of providing an army of occupa- 
tion after the defeat of Germany and Japan. 

It is possible to be opposed to peacetime conscription on 
reasonable grounds without being a pacifist, an isolationist 
or one guilty of short-sightedness as regards national 
defense. 


It is possible to be opposed to peacetime conscription and 
still believe that a type of universal military training can be 
secured in peacetime by other than conscription and under 
other than the exclusive control of the Army and Navy. 

It only beclouds the issue, to link up with peacetime con- 
scription such matters as: Improving physical fitness, de- 
veloping habits of character and discipline, indoctrinating 


in the democratic way of life, removing illiteracy, etc. 

It does violence to the meaning of words, whether in war 
or in peace, to call military conscription (the favorite tool 
of dictators for more than a hundred years) the more demo- 
cratic method of raising armed forces. 

The point at issue may be stated simply: Compulsory Uni- 
versal Military Training in Peacetime is or is not the advis- 
able way, the necessary way, the American way to meet our 
future problem of national and international security. 

There are those who hold with conviction that peacetime 
military conscription is not the advisable way, the neces- 
sary. way or the American way to meet our problem of 
providing either for our national security or for interna- 
tional peace. In this conviction I heartily concur, but at 
the same time I believe that we shall have to maintain a 
large.army and navy with adequate reserves for many 
years to come, not only to help safeguard the peace under 
whatever international organization may be adopted, but 
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also for our own national security.2, Furthermore, there 
must be provided an effective means of recruiting a large 
army and navy with adequate reserves. I have sufficient 
confidence in American ingenuity to believe that this can 
be accomplished without resort to the extreme method of 
peacetime conscription. 

In all this talk about the paramount importance of adopt- 
ing a policy of peacetime conscription, it should be clearly 
understood that the maintenance of a reserve of manpower 
sufficiently trained so as to make possible the rapid ex- 
pansion of the armed forces in time of need, is only one 
of the means of safeguarding our national security. There 
are other important safeguards that must not be over- 
looked and should not be considered apart from peacetime 
conscription. 

The forging of a just peace and the building of an inter- 
national organization to protect it, can make the best and 
most lasting contribution to national security. It is per- 
tinent to ask whether the adoption at this time of a per- 
manent policy of peacetime conscription might not jeop- 
ardize the possibility of such an organization even before 
it is born. 

A well-trained professional army and navy, supplied 
with the most modern equipment and kept constantly 
up-to-date on rapidly changing military techniques is essen- 
tial. The year-round job of training hundreds of thousands 
of conscripts would cut into the efficiency of the regular 
army and navy. 

The part played by invention and scientific development 
in the present war, needs no comment. Therefore, the 
carrying on of continual research and development in the 
science of defensive and offensive warfare is an important 
protection for national security. Peacetime conscription 


2 Russia is the enigma of the future. Her philosophy of atheistic 
communism, her world outlook are essentially alien to ours. She is 
at present our ally through accident, not by reason of ideological 
unity. Nothing in her present way of acting can give us any assurance 
that she will be our peace-loving ally for the future. 
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for all our youth will nip in the bud many of our promising 
candidates for higher studies and research, and by inter- 
rupting their development, turn them off into other activ- 
ities less profitable for the nation. 

The present war has been a war of production. Excellent 
management and skilled craftsmen and mechanics have 
given our armed forces superiority over all others. It is 
difficult to see how peacetime conscription would contribute 
here. 

In the interest of national security, it is important to 
build up adequate stockpiles of strategic raw materials and 
to establish standby production arrangements with industry 
for prompt conversion to war needs. Peacetime conscription 
can render no assistance here. 

When the problem of national security is viewed as a 
whole, it is difficult to follow the War Department claim 
that peacetime conscription is the keystone of their plans 
to meet any future attacks.’ The efficient systems of con- 
scription which were in use in France, Belgium and other 
European countries, did not prevent these countries from 
going down to defeat before numerically inferior forces. 

Making all due allowances for the importance of having 
a pool of military trained manpower in peacetime, con- 
scription, at the best, is but a doubtful way of attaining 
this objective. Although military conscription has proved 
to be very successful in wartime, this is no guarantee that 
it will be even moderately successful in peacetime. The 
whole environment and psychology of peacetime differ 
radically from that of wartime. Peacetime measures, 
which have the character of permanence, will have a vastly 
different effect on our social and political structure than 
the same measures would have when’adopted as emergency 
or temporary expedients in wartime. 


3“Our hope for national security is a pool of trained manpower 
which I believe will be able to take care of any attack. This is the 
keystone of our system, but we must also keep on the alert to develop 
our industry and resources.” Assistant Secretary of War, John J. 
McCloy at University of Chicago round-table, as quoted in New York 
Times, November 27, 1944. 
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Peacetime conscription, as presently proposed, will be 
more detrimental than helpful to our country. It will be 
detrimental to the morale of our youth; it will be detrimental 
to the vocations and careers of our youth; it will be detri- 
mental to the religion and morals of our youth; it will be 
detrimental to our political and social institutions. 

It will be detrimental to the morale of our youth. Be- 
cause of the gravity of the present war, the savagery of 
the fighting and the heavy casualties, there is strong motiva- 
tion for youth to take military training seriously as a life 
and death matter. Facing the possibility of actual combat, 
youth of 17 and 18 years and older are more serious and 
mature than they would be at comparable ages in peace- 
time. They are more amenable to officers, to chaplains and 
to restraint in general than they would be in time of peace. 
In brief, the morale problem will be much greater in 
peacetime than in wartime while the agencies and measures 
now in use to keep up morale, will tend to be weaker, much 
less effective or disappear altogether. Our present experi- 
ence with the morale of large numbers of young men in 
camps and out of camps is much better than it was in pre- 
Pearl Harbor days and it is much better than we can expect 
in peacetime. 

It will be detrimental to the vocations and careers of our 
youth. A young man will be taken away from his family 
and community at the very time that he is thinking and 
preparing for a vocation or career in life. Particularly if 
he is thinking of one of the learned professions and has 
ambitions and abilities that would enable him to qualify 
as a doctor, clergyman, scientist, etc., a year in a military 
camp—with its “soft-pedaling” of initiative, its “don’t think, 
but obey” maxims—could really do things to an impres- 
sionable youth which would change for the worse his whole 
life. Almost any educator can bear witness to the harmful 
effect, particularly on the superior-type student, of taking 
him away from his studies for a whole year at this period 
of his life. The dislocations in the ambitions and careers of 
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our youth under peacetime conscription would bode ill for 
our country. 

It will be detrimental to the religion and morals of our 
youth. The proposed plan of compulsory military training 
would remove young men from home and community in- 
fluences at a time when they need this environment most as 
a protection against moral and religious laxity. The isola- 
tion of large numbers of men in camps, away from the 
helpful influence of home and community is notorious for 
bringing about a coarsening of manners, speech and morals. 
When released periodically from the constraint of camp 
life, there is great temptation to drinking, carousing and 
sexual laxity. There is every reason to believe that this 
problem will be greater in peacetime than in wartime. 
The young men will all be of the same impressionable age, 
whereas now the wider distribution of ages helps some. 
They will all be essentially “buck privates” or “boots.” Of- 
ficer training will be reserved for other programs which are 
to be superimposed upon the year of military training. 

During the present war extraordinary efforts have been 
made by the government and by civilian agencies to protect 
the religion and morals of the men in the armed forces. 
Under the motivation of war intensive efforts have been 
made which would tend to peter out under a long-term 
policy of peace. The young men presently in the armed 
forces have the motivation of a deadly serious war, the help 
of chaplains and religious services, the various activities 
of the USO, and of private agencies and individuals, to 
help, in place of home and community environment, to keep 
them straight. In general, counteracting forces for good 
will either disappear or be much weaker in peace than in 
wartime. 

It will be detrimental to our political and social institu- 
tions. In our form of government, military cliques, military 
dictatorships and the military mind have been conspicuously 
absent. Ultimate policy and decision in military matters, 
even in wartime, have been kept under civilian control while 
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allowing full place to the judgment and recommendations of 
professional military leaders. It is important that we keep 
it so. We have tragic examples in Germany and Japan of 
what can happen if it be otherwise. 

There are those who feel that a permanent policy of uni- 
versal military training under the complete control of the 
military would jeopardize this traditional balance. It would 
also have a disruptive influence on home life, insofar as the 
government would be stepping into the home and taking 
therefrom youth during their minority, for at least a year 
of training apart from all parental influence and authority. 
It would, in a sense, usurp the functions of our educational 
system during at least one year of a youth’s life. It would 
tend to weaken the hold of the Church upon the young as 
many chaplains and church leaders can testify. 

The developing of better health and discipline for our 
youth are sometimes urged as benefts to be derived from 
a program of compulsory military training. It is fallacious 
to assume that a year of military training can adequately 
solve these problems and there is no reason whatever to 
permit the military system to usurp the obligation and 
function of the home, the school and the community in this 
regard. 

Peacetime conscription is not the democratic and up-to- 
date method of protecting ourselves against future hostile 
attacks. Although compulsory military training in peace- 
time would be.a radically new idea in the United States, 
it is not a new or untried idea in the world at large. It was 
not designed to meet the problem of modern war and there 
is no evidence to show that it has met that problem. France, 
Belgium and other countries of Europe have had compulsory 
military training for years, but it did not enable them to 
withstand the “luftwaffe” and the “blitzkrieg.”’ It would 
seem, rather that it had lulled them into a false feeling of 
security. Now that we are in the war on.all fronts, there 
is ample evidence that our soldiers have not met better or 
more intelligent fighting men in Germany, Italy or Japan. 
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Yet these nations have had universal military training 
tor years. 

We realize that we are no longer protected by wide ex- 
panses of ocean. We can be the prey of the airborne troops, 
superbombers, robot engines of destruction and the more 
fantastic weapons of a future enemy. We are prosecuting 
the present war with vigor, with imagination and with 
ingenuity. We should not make the mistake of adopting 
what well may be an outmoded system to enforce peace and 
to meet the future threat of ultra-modern war. 

We need a sufficiently large and well-trained army and 
navy, properly equipped. We should have adequate reserves 
with sufficient training to enable our armed forces to be 
rapidly expanded in time of need. We want our youth to be 
physically fit. We want to preserve and enhance the 
scientific, inventive, mechanical and productive genius of 
our people. We want to preserve our spiritual inheritance 
with maximum freedom for the individual. 

Under the hysteria and confusion of war, why rush into 
a program that goes so contrary to our traditions and may 
endanger that which has been up to now, our national 
strength? Why is there so much need of haste? When the 
war is over and the pattern of peace is clearer and most 
of the men and women presently in the armed forces, whose 
children would be vitally affected by the proposed legisla- 
tion, have returned, it will be possible to act much more 
intelligently. In the meantime Selective Service will take 
care of our needs, not only during the war, but also for 
sometime afterwards if necessary. 

We need more study, discussion and planning to appraise 
properly our problem and to gauge the probable effects of 
the measures proposed to meet it. Have we given suf- 
ficient consideration to meeting the need for a large army 
and navy by making voluntary service in the armed forces 
more attractive as a career, financially and’ otherwise? 
Are we sure that a more beneficial type of universal military 
training cannot be worked out through the schools and 
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colleges, through the National Guard and through summer 
military camps? A plan, which would utilize all these 
agencies and assign to each its share in the program, might 
even require by law the participation of all youth physically 
able and still avoid most of the dangers that seem inherent 
in the proposal now before Congress. Such a program 
might be more difficult and expensive to operate—and it 
is not the way the totalitarian nations would work it out 
—but would it not be more in accord with our ideal of 
maximum liberty for the individual? 


EDWARD V. STANFORD. 
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THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION 





MEMBERSHIP 
All who are interested in the welfare of Catholic educational work are 
invited to become members of the National Catholic Educational Association. 
It is the desire of the Executive Board that the membership be increased so 
that the organization may represent a powerful influence in favor of religious 
education in America, and, also, that the Association may be provided with 
adequate funds for the support of its activities. The funds for the support of 
the Association are derived from the following sources: 
Sustaining Membership 
Anyone desiring to give special aid to the Association may become a 
sustaining member. The annual fee for such membersbip is $10.00. 
Seminary Dues 
Each Seminary in the Seminary Department pays an annual fee of $25.00. 


Minor Seminary Dues 
Each Minor Seminary in the Minor Seminary Section pays an annual fee 
of $10.00. 
College and University Dues 
Each College and University in the College and University Department 
pays an annual fee of $20.00. 
Secondary School Dues 
Each High School and Academy with an enrollment over 250 pays an 
annual fee of $10.00; each with enrollment under 250 pays an annual fee 
of $5.00. 
School Superintendents’ Dues 
Each Superintendent in the School Superintendents’ Department pays 
an annual fee of $5.00. 
F Elementary School Dues 
Priests, teachers, and laymen may become members of this Department. 
A parish school may be enrolled as a member. The annual fee is $2.00. 
Catholic Deaf Education Dues 
Each member in the Catholic Deaf Education Section pays an annual 


fee of $2.00. : 
Catholic Blind Education Dues 
Each member in the Catholic Blind Education Section pays an annual 
fee of $2.00. 
General Membership 
Anyone interested in the work of Catholic education may become a 
member of the Association. The annual fee is $2.00. 


, Donations 

Special donations are received from time to time from those who wish 
to help in the work. 

The Annual Report and current publications of this Association are 
sent to all members. Information in_regard to the Association may be 
obtained from the Secretaries of the Departments or from the Secretary 
General. . Remittances outside of the time of the convention should be sent 
to the office of the Secretary General. Checks should be made payable to 
the National Catholic Educational Association. 

General office of the National Catholic Educational Association, 


1312 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., N. W., 
WASHINGTON 5, D. C. 
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IMPORTANT 
In order to increase our membership we solicit your cooperation in 
bringing the following to the attention of as many prospective mem- 
bers as possible. Additional blanks may be secured on request. 


be secured on request. 


See reverse side of page for amounts of annual dues. 
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(FOR USE OF NEW MEMBERS ONLY) 


NATIONAL CATHOLIC EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIATION, 
1312 Massachusetts Ave., N. W., 
Washington 5, D. C. 


Enclosed is my check or money order for $ for membership 


in the National Catholic Educational Association. 


Name 





Institution 





Street 





City and State 





Department or Section 





(If Secondary School, please give Enrollment ) 


Signature__ 





Title 





Date 
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